
  

                                       

                                              
 

 

Press Release  
For immediate release 

 

Nature Conservancy of Canada establishes the first forest conservation servitude in 

Québec 

An innovative tool to connect protected natural areas 
 

Montréal, June 20, 2012 – Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC), in partnership with Appalachian 

Corridor, Memphrémagog Conservation Inc., the forestry company Bois Champigny Inc., and the 

Canadian Government, is pleased to announce the very first forest conservation servitude in Québec. 

Located in the heart of the Green Mountains in Estrie, this 500 hectare property will be bound by a 
servitude that will perpetually ensure sustainable forestry activities, preserve the forest cover, and 

maintain natural corridors essential for safeguarding protected natural areas.  

 

Québec’s first forest conservation servitude  
This first agreement was signed with a private landowner, the forestry company Bois Champigny Inc., 

to protect a land parcel that constitutes a critical link in the preservation of a natural corridor connecting 

the Green Mountain Nature Reserve and Mount Orford National Park. As an integral part of a more 

global North American conservation perspective, this property represents an important link at the 
Appalachian scale in the creation of a continuous trans-border forested corridor. 

 

A forest conservation servitude ties a conservation organization and a private landowner in perpetuity. 

Maintaining his title to property, the latter can continue to conduct forestry activities according to the 
mutually-agreed-upon terms, while ensuring the long-term protection of the property’s natural, 

ecological and landscape characteristics. The Bois Champigny Inc. forest conservation servitude will 

remain effective indefinitely and any subsequent new owner will also have to respect the rights and uses 

established by the present agreement between Bois Champigny Inc. and NCC.  

 

“In order to preserve the integrity of the last unfragmented forest blocks in the southwest part of 

Québec, this servitude lies within a natural corridor of over 8,400 hectares already protected by NCC in 

the Green Mountains” declared Nathalie Zinger, Vice President of NCC’s Québec region. 
 

“We are delighted that foresters and biologists from conservation organizations are collaborating in the 
pursuit of a common goal, namely, the sustainability of the forest cover, while preserving the attributes 

and benefits of the forest for the community. We sincerely believe that the creation of a forest 

conservation servitude on our territory, as well as the donation of a part of our property to NCC, will 

help to preserve the essential natural corridors in the Green Mountains,” explained Réjean Champigny, 

on behalf of Bois Champigny Inc.’s partners and co-owners. 

 

 

Essential partners in the creation of this working forestry conservation easement 

 Government of Canada 
The Government of Canada’s Natural Areas Conservation Program is a $225-million investment 

program that assists non-profit, non-government organizations to secure ecologically sensitive lands to 

ensure the conservation of our diverse ecosystems, wildlife, and natural habitats. The Nature 



Conservancy of Canada has been entrusted to lead the program and has committed to raising matching 

funds for each federal dollar received. “These acquisitions mark another achievement under our 
government's Natural Areas Conservation Program,” said Minister Kent. “With this investment, we are 

taking real action to protect and conserve our country’s ecosystems and sensitive species for present and 

future generations.”  

 

 Appalachian Corridor 

The Nature Conservancy has been working in partnership with Appalachian Corridor for several years. 

The latter contributed to the current project by developing the forest conservation servitude concept 
thanks to its expertise in conservation. “Appalachian Corridor is working with the Nature Conservancy 

and its affiliated members to establish a functional ecological network on the territory, and the 

Champigny property is a key piece of this puzzle. With this first forest conservation servitude, we are 

finally putting into practice the model that we hold so dear; that of reconciling conservation with the 
sustainable use of resources forever,” declared Mélanie Lelièvre, Director of Appalachian Corridor.  

 Memphrémagog Conservation Inc. 

Memphrémagog Conservation Inc. (MCI) also took action with this strategically identified property 

owner. “It’s important for MCI to conserve the forest cover as well as the forest’s ecological functions 
with respect to the water quality of Lake Memphrémagog. This servitude is a good example of 

sustainable resource management that could inspire all large property owners of the Lake 

Memphrémagog watershed who value the health of this magnificent lake, which is an important 

drinking water reservoir for the region,” indicated Gisèle Lacasse-Benoit, President of Memphrémagog 
Conservation Inc.  

 

Thanks to our financial partners  

The Nature Conservancy extends its thanks to all the financial partners who have contributed to the 
establishment of this servitude, particularly the Government of Canada’s Natural Areas Conservation 

Program, Appalachian Corridor, Bois Champigny Inc., Open Space Institute, and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service through its North American Waterfowl Conservation Act  and Neotropical Migratory 

Bird Conservation Act programs. We would also like to mention the participation of Memphrémagog 

Conservation Inc. thanks to the support given to them by the Regional Land and Natural Resource 

Commission for the Estrie Region, which falls under the competence of the Regional Conference of 
Elected Representatives of the Estrie Region, the EJLB Foundation, and the Québec Ministry of 

Sustainable Development, Environment and Parks. 

The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) is the nation’s leading not-for-profit, private land 

conservation organization, working to protect our most important natural areas and the plants and 

animals they sustain. Since 1962, NCC and its partners have helped to protect more than 2.6 million 

acres (1 million hectares), coast to coast, including more than 65,000 acres (26,500 hectares) in Quebec. 
Through strong partnerships, NCC works to safeguard our natural areas so that our children and 

grandchildren will have the chance to enjoy them. The organization works closely with landowners, 

private and public organizations, other conservation groups, local communities and governments. To 
learn more visit: www.natureconservancy.ca. 
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Elizabeth Sbaglia, Elizabeth.sbaglia@conservationdelanature.ca 

Communications manager, Nature Conservancy of Canada – Quebec region 

Tel. : 514 876-1606, ext. 240, 1 877 876-5444, ext. 240 or cell. : 514-996-4440 
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